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While David Tutera—celebrity event planner, gown
designer, book author, television star, and wed-
ding god to thousands of brides—lives and works
in Manhattan, he has made New Jersey his work-
room of sorts. The Garden State provides him with
locations, favors, and the finish-
ing touches needed to transform
a bride’s wedding vision (some-
times an outright disaster when
solely left in her own hands) into
a magical fantasy. That's the
premise of his hit show My Fair
Wedding on WEtv.

New Jersey, it turns out, is a
microcosm of the bridal world
offering everything from bud-
get-friendly low-cost options to
blinged-out over-the-top luxury
products and locations. It's a
dream environment for brides
wha live in the state and are famil-
iar with its riches and for celebrity
planners with their own hit television shows.

But in today's Jersey Shore world of reality televi-
sion, there’s an authenticity about Tutera that can’t
be replicated. He actually cares about planning
weddings, and more impcrtantly, he cares about
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the brides. “It's the most rewarding experience I've
had in my entire career,” Tutera says. “"These girls
need someane to help them with great ideas, and
they can’t get there without me.”

Tutera, who started out at the age of 19 cre-
ating balloon bouquets for bar
mitzvahs, has certainly come a
long way. This celebrity A-list
planner has created events for
Jennifer Lopez, Barbara Walters,
Elton John, the Rolling Stones,
the Grammy Awards, and Vice
President Al Gore. But weddings
are closest to his heart.

"Weddings are so emaotional,
so once in a lifetime, so special,”
he says. "Doing weddings is the
one consistent thing that | love to
do. The girls, the brides, the fans
are so adorable. And weddings
have breathed a whole new life
into me personally and my career.
| love helping them.”

But David is not just choosing the right color
palette or the perfect seasonal menu. Instead, he's
getting inside of the bride’s mind and giving her
what she didn’t even realize she wanted. “I'm a
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