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LOOK WHO CAME TO AMBERS BAT BT ZvaN Amber Ridinger, erowned, with Ashanti, beft, and Ja Rule, who performed at her party in Miami.

Not!

Wedding Singers?

By ALEX WILLIAMS

j-ﬁ. RULE spopped by & party at Shogualle O'Neal's
mansiom in b lsmi Besch (e Friday might belcee bast
us & Huvor to the host, who ssked hism 1o grab & md-
crophont and Fock the house 1o surprise his guests He
ohllped, ke rold Iriends, bit for only s numbers. Ja Bule,
the platbum-selling rapper nccustiomed © Madison
Square Garden, &0ald nol afford fo strain his socal cords,
He haed an lmporiant ghx (e gext oighl. He was plaving a

Stars are eager to take lucrative gigs
at private parties, but please don't tell
the whole world about .

Miaml steakhouse, The oo s omn w5 b micevak

e next mdght be displayed conséderably more Tire,
perlorming [or more thas an hour o front of 218 friends
and relatives of Amber Ridenper, 13 sometinmsa barkung
cisl ke names as he rapped. But that wesn® all. As he
ciomed ul il sol, ancther supemtar, Ashant, |oieed him
cestage for chree eambers A8 (hey performed, Amber
sbood ooslage wiin them, In & 557000 Dolco & Gabbana
droes, waving o the crowd, particulariy her deep-pockiet:
ed parents, Lonen and J, B Ridisger, (e boander of an In-
termed marketing compay,

e Ridingers, who recounted the evendng in an in-
terview, proudly acknowledge that their booking two pop
stars for o party that would typlcally 2all for & kxtachy
cover bard wearing llfitting fuxedos was A social
nchiovensesl, even in Miami mooey clrcles, In this case
b stars worked froe as Tricnda of the Family, the Ridm-
gera sadd. But for the mega-rich, Mr. Rédinger sabd, & #u-
persiar's Foes should be oo delernemt.

FHVATE PERFORSERS [Vl
Jagger wans paid millicns 1o
nprpear il Dnvid Bonder-
man's birthday pasty, Chris
birea ﬂ.uﬁl.:!l'ru AR Ak he
wedding of n Ruasian hil-
|sonaime on the Biviera.

“I people can afftard o do A,
it ceriadnly does make a party

speial™ Mr. Ridingoe aoid

EFings an ¢leciriciny 1o if ¥ Mher-

wine eoisldn't eneale”

The: cancepr §5 Nt Rypeoaboe sl
Disco throeteck acks e KCoand
the Sanshing Band, voang stars like
Beyonot Emowies and Chrisima
Agmilera, and even legacy acts 1ike
Eliga John, the Rolling Scees and
Fam) MeCartney hve 81l inbes part in
an increasingly common star=forshine
side busiseos qubstly sipning w phay

[y

the oocasionsl b very bocreiive poi
valke party, tae it o wedding or a birthday
bash.

“It"s delmitely & growing trend.”

said Erik Mlur-

shall, o partner of Hank Lane Muaic and Productions,
A company that recnsits StArs o perform At privade
aned codporate events n Mew York He sa8d he has
hardled cvents Ievalving Nell Sedaka, the B-52'a

Blues Traveber and Billy Joel

“You msed 1o Bear about 15 maybe ONGE 0 Ve,
&ven At recently as five years apo,” he sald. Mo, he
aiided hily coenpasy bandles muere chan 2 ssch gles
o year, The stars command fecs thal cen ronge
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Don’t Call Them Wedding Singers

Coml irmid From Page 1

frarm $25,003 ba iwore thas §1 million, everd plarsers asd
st imdusiry people say. And e entemalners alnst
always knsist on one other thing: that the pablic not fisd
ranl

Beloat commiiting 13 @ privato dule mesl sS85 or
ihwdr representatives carefully read the guesy st and
diemand & cliuse in e comtract borbdidding puthiciry: no
pOCas, Mo CRMmerns, no vided The pecrecy, sxy people in-
wolved in thess funcrions, stems im part (rom 15¢ stars
irdecarity. Thiy worry that cashing a six-figure check
jar & ool of bours of mckimg ot for Aunt Alice or
Cousin Bobby will make teem ok Hee sclibuts — of,
mayhe worse, wedding skngers. The Lust thimg they went
1 e rassckaied in Ui Eodssh popos with an event that
smacks of elitisd excess

“Yoi don't wasi It o seem e you'me doleg i lor
all the wromg rensons,” said David Tutera, & pary plas-
nor i New York, who fuks béen involned i parties with
NS SRAr,

But Tordhe hipper breod of businesa mogul wiih the
right connebiions Lhe oopartunity affers ke but ppelde
riat only dojhey got the party of o Ifetlme, bat ey ale
pain b sams symbal few can mabch. MNofe of youar
Iriends are o cruw aboul scoring fromtsnow seatc
for an Eiod Jobn concer, aiter all, if you bad him per-
torm al yll brthday party

“[1 0 be seom ar over e iop when oeally the reas
som you hire & Op evlenainer 19 o ghe your guesis a
ot ime-a-lile L e experence,” Mr. Tutern Sxid

Sepernl poople familier writh eoch parties sy that
1k largest market for them ane baby Deomers (or those
born ju=t belore U boom) who are now well mio their
prime corsing years and caming a kot Ualike (e Ridin-
gers thiugh, they are usaally not leoking (o sign up the
hoticst young rapoer on (ke soame, They waet bo mingle
finally with the suars they grew up lEpening to on the ra-
53 in thwedr Volkswagen Beetles

For the corporate chislisin whio once wore bellihot
tnmes, what befier way to confront o dread milespess
Il ety lidoe 520 on G

HEMN David Bonderman, wha runs 2n insest-
w menl fempany im Forl Worth, turned 8 thres

YCArs mgo Uled ot miillions (rerepapaers
repored arprwhers Prom 5675 mallion to mone than §10
nalilien) io Jure no bess than the Bolling Soones 1o jam bor
4 fow hamdred peesls ol hls pany ot the Bellaglo o Las
Vegas, (Hepresesiatives of Me Bonderman omd the
Soranes deckined b0 mmm}
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THE BAT MITEVAH GiRL Amber Fl'_i-:li:n[fr with her mother, I_.l,I':l""ll'_ el her Eather, J. R., an Internet marketer.

Mulman Marcus holiday catalog. Sic EHon is promising
o perform @ 80-minute onetimeonly private sel bor
eryone wAlling be posy up S5 milkon. which ho says he
wifl] -:J-:mul.-., e HF Elioa John A0S Foundition. The ohlyF
!1 hire that LR party ke placain 2006 in the
M Saea ot JL e & guoest st of oo
e 500 prciple apd thds it not e held for commer-
clal purposes,

The Rratish press hns said thot S ERon also per-
Forenipd at the wedding of Peter Shalson, a Giritish finas-
cier, o Ll: |. bt Frasg Qartls, & gpokeswoman
fnd ¥k m%ﬂm l‘lrJ;'-llrm ‘thie gig. Mor would
shi discuss '.l.'1'u.r-.' anpther clienl, the. Ralling Sonss,
made pHivae Sppeirdnces. |

“For masy roasocs” ks, Cartis oxplaingd inoan
- irukil isEAAREE, V' privabe comdens” ang privae."

Famkes of this magnitods ase rare cnoush tn hoae

1 becomes o shiwolly
thimg, ™ ke agent 2aid

Peoche 1 the mus Ekdus-
i aay e Dare of such wark for
performers s obvious: & Bag
pavcheek asd on  mdorng
ermwd, Even rock slars who are
concerrisd Tkt they will appesT
vienal or trivial if word pets oul
cnn b seduced by pi
e 0N EDh Aniﬁl&ﬂ:
thiry have to da b pan through a
series of acilsar 3:"::5 & front

Faar i smode e PR-————

Il ererwd i [ -' ‘#
:&iﬁn"&li E :"""5"""""'“'“""'" thoso who do agree bo sell thelr serviess, b s,
rini Wil el I.s"mr “Philip Grean

SINGING FOR CAUSES
Ebton John will pec-
Firemn 13 Bl hos
AIDS foundation, and
Paul MeCartney
played a biribday par-
ty, giving the prococds
1o Adopt-o- MinefieklL
Beyarscd Knovwles was
oo expiensre oo
wwieirt 16 party om anes
ality TV shene

airwaves, can cost @ party giver more (han §100 000
poce all the expetses are sdded up, sabd Mr. Marshallof
Hazk Lase Musie, which has hired e bansd Sor evoste,

David E. Monn, an evenst planner in New York, who
says that mane Usan halfl of te private functions he has
dere Lately heve involved name entermalsers, Siessed
et the artist's fee is noeslly only one of mamy copeases
foc the client, Stars “don't just oome with Ibemaelves.”
he snid. =They ome with o beigads, from all over the
worhl ©

M. Monm said for one party, “a big sane,” whom
he declined to identify, camo with 38 people, muny of
whar had 8o be flown in. Prodection costs aleas W
more than $300.000, ~16's Hee baying a horse™ be aid
*Thi: lbarae &5 the cheapest part. Feading and carisg (oo
Ig, that's the most expensnsg (hisg."”

While aging acls may bank nacct hesvily oa private
i, young siors ab the peak of their (ame sre hardly
fmnmum= from empiotion. In Scpbomeser, Ms. Aguidera
appeared i gossip columins around The warkd sfier she
sang at the weddirg of Andee Meleicbenko, a Russian
bl et s thie Cdle d'Agur (o5 & Siimm &8 0 b L ox-
cess of §1 million. (A spokeswoman for M Agutero
woiild ot discwss doetslls of the wedding but conliremed
that 1k singer had perfonmed. )

Playimg privaie panies bas ovom bidome prime-
iime sotertainment. Last JTasuary MTV introduced "B
Supor Sworl 16" & peality show thal Lakes vaewers o
Ilnwish hirthdsy celebralions for woalthy girls. In b
show's Mirst episcde two friends io La Jolla, Calif, pres-
sure the father of one of thae 1o hire Ms. Koowies for
theeir jeant Avepet 1€ party at a Hard Rock Cafe. But con-
fromipd with an asking price of $3¥NUHG, the lamily oo
dided to seale back and Instead hires Unwritfien Law, 4
local paank b,

Laar MY prnss reports im
Erviain sald that Philyp Green,
whose company owns Top
Shop and cther stored, had
hired M3 Knowles and ber
group, Destiny's Child, to pliy
hiz son'e bar mitreah, ML
Brwvarkles had bBein broaght in,
many acomines snid, AfheT s
gn Timboerlake accepbéd the
gl but pulled oml bocause he
unifersent ihroat surgery.

Eern Sumihing, & spoioe-
mas, for Mr. Timberiake, de-
Andy o (MsbwlaTy e pigd  those reports.  =Jastin
David Bonderman — never got invited asd never,

pyer - pgreed o perfarm,” Be
‘;‘H_ .u.u Rerales confirmed to Vanity Fair that she
did play a bar mézvah in the Seab of Frasce, bot de
clined to discoss specifics, A spoloeswoman for Mr.
Groes did nol respond (0 a regoest for comimenl.) Mr
Sunsikine points to Barbra Strelsand, wheem Be has rep-
resenged for years, a8 &n examphe of how performers
can fmareve thelr |mage by just saying no, even Do enar:
preass vy ehiecks for manicnal effor

“You can only imagine how much money she's
furned down for orivate parties over the years, and
she's had & pretty good career,” Mr. Sunshine sakd. For

Sthere"s detimibely a chooss facmor.”



